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New York, Dec. 8. George L. Rives
to-d- Issued a statement giving in
full tho correspondence between the
New York Yacht club and the Earl of
Dunraven and the Royal Yacht Squad
ron'ns to the alleged surreptitious load-

ing of the Defender so cs to Increase
her load-wat- lino. Mr. Rives is one
of a. committee of three appointed by
the New York Yacht club on Novem
ber 18 to investigate Lord Dunraven's
allegations. The two other members
are Mr. Pierpont Morgan and Hon. W.
C. Whitney.

The statement commences with H.
Maitland Kersey's letter of October 18
to the New York Yacht club stating
that he had received a cablegram from
the Earl of Dunraven offering to come
to New York and place himself at the
disposal of the investigating committee.
Then follows a letter from the com-
mittee to Mr. Kersey requesting him
to communicate to Lord Dunraven
that the investigation would bo com-
menced immediately upon his arrival
and requesting to be informed of his
departure for America. A letter sent
to Richard Grant, secretary of th
Royal Yacht Squadron at Cowes, fol
lows, in which the committee after set-
ting forth the resolution ,of the New
York club appointing the committee
and providing for the investigation
says:

It appears that Lord Dunraven's
statement published in the Field is
"mainly extracted" from a letter which
he sent to the secretary of the Royal
Yacht Squadron on September 24 last.
We, therefore, beg to inquire whether
the charges last mentioned have been
laid before' the Royal Yacht Squad-
ron and whether any and what action
has been taken by the yacht squadron
upon the subject. In view of the grave
imputation of the representative of the
Royal Yacht Squadron in an interna-
tional yacht race between the two clubs
the New York Yacht club feels that
the most searching and complete in-

vestigation of the facts and of the
charges against the representatives of
the New York Yacht club should be
promptly begun. It is our purpose to
conduct such 'investigation so as to
satisfy every fair minded man on
either side of the Atlantic and to that
end we have already communicated
with the Earl of Dunraven and request-
ed his presence in accordance with the
offer made by him. The result of the
investigation with all testimony will
be transmitted to you."

In answer to this the committee ac-

cording to the statement received the
following December 5:

"London, Dec. 5. Committee thank
you for your cable. Squadron has
taken and can take no action, it being
purely a personal matter. Lord Dun-
raven does not request the squadron to
interfere. Am writing. (Signed)
Grant."

Continuing the statement says on the
following day the committee received,
through Mr. Kersey, two cables from
Lord Dunraven, the first reading:

"Kindly inform committee that I will
sail at the earliest moment, 7th or
11th, probably former. Regret delay,
but must have statements of skippers,
etc., now scattered."

The second message read: "Shall
come by Germanic eleventh certain.
Kindly inform committee."

In conclusion the committee states
that by virtue of the resolution under
which it was appointed it has the
power to increase its number and has,
therefore, upon receiving Lord Dunra-
ven's replies added two new members,
Hon. E. J. Phelps, late American min-

ister to England, and the well known
naval 'authority and officer, Captain
Mahan. Both gentlemen have promised
to serve.

Fire in Hartford.
Hartford, Dec. 8. Fire did considera-

ble damage ht at the residence of

Martin Bennett at 300 Farmlngton ave-

nue. Mr. Bennett has a son, Toscan
Bennett, at Yale and he was spending
Sunday at home. His family had fixed

up a study for him in the upper part
of the house, and this afternoon he and
the other members of the family gath-
ered about a grate fire in he study.
Young Bennett returned to college early
this evening and shortly after he left
a servant discovered smoke in her room.
The chimney was found to be on fire,
and before an alarm could be sounded
the flames broke through into the house
proper. The department upon its arri-

val succeeded in extinguishing the blaze
but much damage was done by water.
Great streams of water flowed down in-

to the lower part of the house, causing
havoc among the costly pieces of furni-
ture. It was discovered that a chest
of powder and cartridges owned by
young Bennett was stored in the study
and this was removed to the street
amid txcitement. More excitement was
created by the report that some dia-

monds had been stolen, but the stones
were found later. Mrs. Bennett has for
some time been an invalid and she was
so critically ill yesterday that she could
not be moved from one room to anoth-
er. To-nig- however, it was necessa-
ry to take her out doors and to the
house of a neighbor. Mr. Bennett, who
is manager of the Lyons Fire and Scot-

tish Union and National Insurance
companies, says .that his loss will 'oe
$3,000, with insurance of $20,000 on the
house and $10,000 on the furniture.

Two ltefonn School Horn.
Meriden, Dec. 8. Two of the young

prisoners at the Connecticut School for
Boys escaped from the institution at an
early hour Saturday morning. They
are Charles Adams, fifteen, of New Ha- -

At the United Church Last Evening
Imaginative Rooks of the Hebrew

Literature Listened to by a Large Andl-euc- e

President G. Stanley Hall to Speak
Next Week,
At the United- church last evening

Professor Charles A. Brlggs, D. D., of
Union Theological seminary, tho emi-

nent scholar and theologian, spoke un-

der the auspices of the Men's club on'
the subject of "Works of Imagination
In Hebrew Literature."

A large congregation filled the church
and listened with the deepest Interest
to Dr. Briggs' very interesting and
scholarly treatment of his subject.

Dr. Briggs said the Book of Job lis

a gnomic didactic drama, and only
equalled by Goethe's "Faust." The
"Song of Songs" is a drama. In. five
acts and contains solos, duets", a re-

sponsive chorus and a dance. It is
written for women wid has as Its sub-

ject the temptations and ultimate tri-

umph of a virtuous country woman in
Jerusalem.

Ecclesiastics on the other hand' treats
of the temptations of the sage and his
final triumph over doubt and agnosti-
cism. Scholars now do not hold that It
was written- by Solomon in his old age.

Besides these poetic works of imag-
ination certain of the prose books of
the Old Testament are also imaginative
in their origin. The most important of
these are the books of Jonah, Esther
and Ruth.

These imaginative books are perfect-
ly consistent with the Hebrew methods
of 'teaching and also the teaching of
Christ. They are used to point ethical
truths and present historical difficu-
lties which cannot be easily overcome
except by assigning to them a symboli-
cal purpose.

President G. Stanley Hall of Clark
university, Worcester, .'Mass., Will ad-

dress the Men's club next week. His
subject will be "Pedagogic Methods- in
Sunday School Work."

J'JIJ llEDEMPTIOX
A Box Keserved for Governor Coffin Final

Preparations Rush for Scats.
All who expect to attend the oratorio

of "The Redemption" are
warned to make sure of seats td-da- y,

as there is every prospect that the
house will be sold out for the evening
performance.

A large number, principally from out
of town, will ibe present in the after-
noon. It will be a distinguished and
fashionable audience to greet the so-

ciety on the occasion of its tenth an-

niversary, and in all probability it will
include His Excellency Governor Cof-
fin, who is tryin'g to make arrangements
to be here with his staff. A box has
been reserved for him. President
Dwight and party will also occupy a
box. Jules Jordan, the well known
composer and leader of the Arion soci-

ety of Providence, R. I., Paine of New
Britain and other leading musicians
will be here.

At 9 o'clock this morning the orders-lef-

at the box office and unpaid for
will be sold to the first comers. Seats
in the top gallery are going rapidly.
This is actually the best place in the
Hyperion for hearing, the effect of the
full chorus from this point being very
fine.

Tha final rehearsal of the fc.ig chorus
will take place at Harmonle
hall and will begin, at 7:45 sharp. Every
member is expected to he present with-
out fail. Only holders of complimenta
ry tickets will toe admitted to the re-

hearsal.
The matinee afternoon be-

gins promptly at 2:15.

' A New Hook.
Rev. Burdett Hart, . D., formerly

pastor of the Grand avenue Congrega-
tion church, this city is the author of
a new book entitled "Always Upward."
It Is published by Fleming II. Revell
company, New York. For sale by the
Edward P. Judd company.C-lftipe- street.
Among the notices lit has received are
the following:

"It is worthy of its high purpose. The
book is a trumpet-cal- l to the things of
the spirit and away from the things of
sense." The Golden Rule.

"It is rich in good points, pertinent
illustrations and is done throughout
with force and vigor." The Indepen-
dent.

"It is well to have on our tables some
well-chos- books which will stimulate
and feed the noble purpose of the soul,
and this volume will be found excep-
tionally helpful in this direction."
Christian Union Herald.

"Wholesome truths are forcedly pre
sented and with both literary skill and
deep spiritual earnestness." The Con
gregationalism

It Was a Tie.
Middletown, Dec. 8. The annual foot

ball game "between the sophomore and
freshman elevens was played on the
campus yesterday afternoon in three
inches of snow. The score was a itie at

0, and the game will be played off
later.

December Meeting.
The December meeting of the New

Haven branch of the Woman's Board
of Missions will be held in the Center
church chapel on Tuesday afternoon,
December 10, at 3 o'clock. Mrs.
Howland, for many years a missionary
in Ceylon, will p.ddress the meeting.

Died at the Hospital.
Miss Mary A. Kingsbury died at the

hospital at 4:43 o'clock yesterday after-
noon of debility and the infirmities of
old age. She was eighty-thre-e years
old and a resident of this city, and had
been a patient at the hospital about
two years. She leaves no Immediate
relatives.

No Program Has Y t Iteon Arranged for
the Moue.

Washington, Dec. 8. The second week
ini the senate will be an indeterminate
quantity. Pending the filling of com-

mittee vacancies, but little business can
be transacted and it Is not expected
that these vacancies will be supplied
before the latter part of the week if
then. There is no calendar and no or-

der of busln-.s- has been agreed upon.
howeverMr. Morgan will

call up hio resolution referring to that
part of the president's message relat-
ing to the payment cf Behring Sea
claims to the committee on foreign re-

lation with instructions to examine in-

to tho question of Great Britain and re-

port by bill or otherwise. The speech
which Mr. Morgan has prepared to ac-

company his motion will con.mme the
greater part of the afternoon. It is,

said to be a severe arraignment of the'
administration and a caustic criticism
of the "officious intermeddling" as he
terms it, of the British ambassador,
who, in an official dispatch to the for-

eign otlice, made public first In London
and thin in this couintry, controverted
some of Mr. Morgan's statements on
the floor. Mr. Morgan originally strong-
ly antagonized the proposition to pay
the lump sum of $425,000 for the. alleged
illegal seizure of Canadian sealers prep-
aratory to the award of the Pari.?, itrib-una- l,

without an investigation and as
the president has again recommended
such payment the Alabama senator, It
is understood, will present his reasons
for opposing the payment of the claims
and in his most vigorous style. His
speech will probably create considera-
ble sensation.

On Tuesday Mr. Cullom will address
the senate on his resolution relative to
the Monroe doctrine and the Illinois
senator will take strong grounds for a
pronounced American policy in our
dealings with other rations.

a, special meeting of the judiciary
committee will be held to consider the
nomination of Rufus AV. Peckham. As
there appears to be no objection it is
believed a confirmation will speedily fol-

low the favorable report. Senator Hill
reached Washington last night and will
be. at ithe meeting of the judiciary com-
mittee. It is asserted that the nota-
ble visit in company with Secretary La-

ment paid to ithe attorney general cn
"legal business" a few weeks ago had
reference to Judge Beckham's nomina-
tion. ;

N6 program of business has been ar-

ranged for the houf e this week nor
can any be until Speaker Reed provides
the necessary machinery. Two oppo-
site reports were In circulation yester-
day regarding the speaker's Intentions.
One was that the committees would be
announced Monday or Tuesday, the oth-

er that the list, would not be made until
b; fore adjournment at holidays. Best
judgment seems to be that the speaker
will not be prepared to name
the committees, and that the house will
adjourn until Wednesday or Thursday
and thus permit members to attend the
meeiting of the national republican com-

mittee called to the place for the na-

tional committee in 1S96.

THE If A ItMOXlE ci.x-n-
.

The annual election of the Harmonle
club was held yesterday and resulted
as follows:

President Max Adler.
Vice president Lewis Osterwcis.
Recording secretary Charles L. Weil.
Financial secretary Leo Herz.'
Treasurer 'Mayer Kahn.
Boavd'of directors Max Strauss, Jo-

seph C. Jphnson, S. Goodman, 1. E.
Bretzfelder.

House commutes S. P. Weil, J. B.
Ullman, S. D. Mann, G. M. Kahn, S. L.
Rosenberg.

AX XV AT MEM1XO
Of Dwlglit I'lace Clinrvli Held Last Kven--

ine.
The annual meeting of the Dwlght

Place church was held last night. The
reports of the several societies connect
ed with the church were read, each of
which showed them to be in a most ex-

cellent condition.
The secretary's report showed that

there were S05 members of the church
and that there had been ten deaths and
seventeen dismissals during the year;
S3 had been admitted, 20 'by confession
of faith and 33 by letter, a net gain of
26.

iriLl llEiilsrilAlt CAltlt COXIEST?

If He Docs it is Helieved Preston's Majority
Will be Materially Increased.

The announcement that James J.
Carr, the present registrar of vital sta
tistics, will contest the recent election
is not generally credited by the public,
as it is not 'believed that when he
comfs to consider the matter in its
proper light that he will take any such
steps. It will be remembered that the
face of the returns show that Carr was
defeated for the office by William H.
Pieston, the latter receiving thirteen
votes more than Carr.

It is now claimed that a number of
ba'llots containing Carr's name were
thrown out by the moderators in one
or more wards at the recent election
because in the envelopes containing
them were found license ballots. A
prominent republican said last evening
in reference to the matter: "In my
opinion Carr will not contest the re-

sults of the recent election, for if he
does he will find that the vote was not
as close as it seems to have been on
the face of the returns. Again there
are a number of instances where votes
cast for Carr were allowed to be count
ed, although in nearly every case the
ballots were technically in violation of
the law. If, however, Mr. Carr desires
to test the matter in the courts he wiil
find us ready to meet him and in my
opinion, wiil find that b tho actual
legal returns Preston's majority will be
materially increased.

COLLEGE STREET CHURCH MEETS
IX ITS OLD EDIFICE THE LAST X13U3

A Historical Sermon by Eov. Dr. MeLnue
Interesting New Haven Reminiscences
Honored Meu Kecallod Addresses by
Rev. Dr. Edward Strong and Prominent
Old Members Congratulations from Cen-

ter and United Churches The Church
Finely DecoratedMemorable Farewell
Services.
The congregation! of the College streelj

church yesterday held their farewell
services in the old- sbuilding on College!
street near Chapel. The occasion
brought out an unusually large congre-

gation. The church was decorated es

pecially for the occasion andi on the
large-platfor- m which had been erectedi
were potted plants and palms In, pro-

fusion, while around the rail of itha
gallery were set palms. On each front
side were large groups of palms with
evergreens strswn underneath and along
tho front of the platform were mt foup
large pots of chrysanthemums. : Oni

the wall back of the stage were hung
large pictures of founders and old
members of ithe church. The pictures
were those of Deacons Amos Townsend,
E.verard Benjamin, Ruel P. Cowles,
Smith Merwln, Galus F. Warner, Eben-ez- er

Arnold, and- Stephen Cooke.
At the morning service, the presenB

pastor, Rev. Dr. 'Mc'Lane delivered an
historical sermon which was as follows?
IRBV. DR. McLANE'S HTSTORICAIJ

'
i SERMON. ,

The text was: "And I saw; no templet
there" 'Rev. xxi., 22.

After a few preliminary remarks tha
pastor spoke as follows:

On the evening of the 31st of August,
in the year 1831, a small company con-
vened in a private house, and of theia
number four young men signed a con-
stitution and organized themselves into!
a church. Their names were Amoa
Townsend, Rev. James D. Chapman,
Horace Mansfield and William T. Tru-
man. A few days later one more man
and seven women signed the constitu-
tion and were enrolled as original mem-
bers of the church. Their names werei
as follows: Frederick William 'Lynde,
Sophia Ives, Abby J. Chapman, Ruthi;
Pierce, Helen M. Emmons, Eliza A,i
Fitch, Sarah Brown, Hannahj E. M.
Chapman. These twelve persons, like'
the twelve patriarchs a'hd lilfe f tho
twelve apostles, constituted the origi-
nal members of this church. Like their
prototypes, they had neither the. wealth
nor the wisdom' of the world. Their"
leader, Amos Townsend, writing forty--:
five years later, said: "They were in-

experienced either in business or in ec-

clesiastical matters; they had more zeal
than wisdom; they had no more money
than they had of a practical knowledge
of the world and how to conduct such)
an enterprise. If they had foreseen the
difficulties and trials which they were
to encounter they would never have
dared to attempt the work." But, ia
all ages, "God has chosen the weak!
things of the world to confound the)
things which , are mighty," believing!
men have walked Iby faith and not fey;

sight, and zeal and courage, not wis-
dom and calculation, have carried for-
ward the cause of the Lord and havd
accomplished the salvation of men.

The constitution which these fivel

young men and seven women signed!
reveals the spirit of the enterprise. Its
preface declares "that every Christian,
as a steward and missionary of the
Lord Jesus Christ, ought, according ta
his ahility, like the primitive disciples,
to strive with untiring zeal to promote
a constant revival of religion, and to
extend his Master's kingdom through
the world.' They called themselves tha
Missionary church of New Haven. Theyi
set before themselves as the object ofi

their work the preaching of the gospel
for that portion of the community who
have no stated place of public worship,
and the promotion of a revival and
missionary spirit dn the members of tha
church and in all parsons within the
sphere of its influence. They proposed
that the seats in their place of worship)
should be free. They pledged them-
selves neither to traffic in ardent spir-
its nor to use them. They set apart!
the first Monday of every month as a
day of fasting and prayer for God's
blessing upon Christians and for thu
conversion of the world. They decided!
to divide the territory of the church!
into districts and to iplace each district
under the care of a superintendent.
With these purposes in view this church
began its life sixty years ago. A!

church, like an individual, Is affected)
by its environment. It is difficult for
the younger members of the church to
conceive the difference between the city
of New Haven then and the city Cf
New Haven now. It is also difficult for
some of the older members of the
church to understand why a specifically
missionary, church should have been
deemed necessary then. The elder Pres-
ident Dwight, writing of New Haven a.

score of years before this church was
organized, depicts it as "a model, happy
valley, where disturbances were un-

known, contentions hardly occurred and)

ungirt peace ruled alone." A few years
after the formation of this church a
writer estimates the population of for.
eign birth at not more than five hun-
dred persons. The population of New
Haven in 1831 was some ten or eleven
thousand. These were homogeneous
New England people. Ralph I. Inger-so- ll

was mayor of the city. Rev. Jere-
miah Day was president of Yale college,
whose Buildings consisted of the old
"brick row" and whose encircling fenca
afforded an ample resting place for tha
students. There were three banks, the
New Haven, the Mechanics' and tha
Savings bank. There were three news-pape-rs,

the "Journal and Courier." thg
Register and the Palladium. There was
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The Locomotive l.oft the Tracks and Went
Down an Embankment l anding on Its
Right Side Nearly Upside Down Took

Nearly Two llonii to Get the Dead Hen
1 rum Under the Wreck Worit Accident

. In Year on the Consolidated Hoad.

New York, Deo. 8. Switch engine No.
76 of the New York, .New Haven and
Hartford road, Harlem River branch,
while on Its way to Van Ness shortly
after 2 o'clock this morning left the
track on the curve south of Port Morris

station, ran down an embankment and
turned over, Instantly killing Engineer
Thomas Fitzgerald and Brakemen Fred
Maples and Thomas McNally, all of this
city.

Three other trainmen, who were In

the cab of the locomotive when it jump-e- d

down the embankment, were injured.
The injured are: Thomas McKeon, fire-

man, scalded slightly by escaping
steam; Thomas Bannon, conductor, se-

vere scalp wound; John Toth, brake-ma- n,

slight bruises.
The cause of the accident is not

known, the officials leaving it to a brok-
en rail. Before leaving the roadbed the
engine ran along the tracks for nearly
200 feet, then suddenly curved inward
again, crossed the inner down-tow- n

track, tearing the rails from the ties
and cutting the wood Into splinters, and
leaped down 'the embankment. The
drive wheels 'sank into the cinder bank
and the momentum of the locomotive
whirled it over so that it landed on its
right side nearly upside down.

The three men killed were seated on
the engineer's side of the cab and were
crushed and scalded to dearth when the
cab was crushed in. Fireman McKeon
fel't the engine leave the track and
jumped. He lit within a few feet of
the engine just as the steam dome was
wrenched off and the contents of the
boiler blown out. Conductor Bannon
was thrown clear over the engine and
lit upon his shoulders in the soft cin-

ders. He was stunned and Weeding
when he picked himself up. John Toth
was practically unhurt and his presence
of mind averted another serious wreck.
The "Cannonball," a freight running on
passenger schedule, was due. Toth ran
up the track and flagged this train,
which stopped with the locomotive
within a hundred feet of the torn-u- p

itrack.
A call was sent in for ambulances,

and a fire alarm was rung in. Two en-

gines arid a hook and ladder truck re-

sponded and water was poured into
where Fitzgerald, Maples and McNally
were pinned under the fire-bo- x. It took
an hour and three-quarte- to remove
the bodies of the dead men; The en-

gine was "jacked up" a few inches,
and the wooden catx was hacked away
with axes.

All the victims of the accident leave
families.

Killed Against Women.
Memphis, Tenn., Dec. 8. The ques-

tion of women preachers was ruled on
Jn the Mississippi Methodist confer-
ence at Yazoo City, Miss., yesterday.
Presiding Elder Weems of the Vicks-bur- g

district reported that Mr. Grimes
invited Miss 'Mollie McGee Snell, the
evangelist, to assist in conducting a
revival. When the presiding elder, de-

sired the engagement cancelled Grimes
stated that God would break his neck
if he interfered with women preachers.
Bishop Duncan ruled emphatically that
the Methodist church does not recog-
nize the right of women to preach, but
adheres to the doctrine of St. Paul.
Considerable feeling has been aroused
in the state.

Sunday Fire In ISristol.
Bristol, Dec. 8. Fire, which broke out

sit 4:30 this morning in the meat mar-

ket of R. Weed- & Co., in Uorestville,
completely destroyed two buildings
owned by the E. N. Welch Clock Manu-

facturing company, practically ruined
a small building occupied . by S. D.
Bull as a livery office, a total loss be-B-

caused of nearly $6,000.
The loss to Welch & Co. on their

buildings will reach $5,000. Weed &
Co. had about a ton of meat in their
stpre and the loss of this, together
with the fixtures and other contents
will reach an amount in the neighbor-
hood of $700. Bull's loss is nominal and
the total loss will approximate, as In-

dicated above, the sum of $6,000, with
partial insurance. The fire was prob-
ably caused by a stove 5n Weed &
Co.'s meat market.

The extent of the fire is due to the
fact of Its location. The flames were
discovered hy a watchman in the Welch
Manufacturing company factory, a half
a mile away, and the shop bell was
rung. The alarm was then taken up
ty another factory a quarter of a mile
distant from the fire. When the steam-
er reached the scene, through an over-

sight on the part of the stoker, a half
hour elapsed before steam was up and a
stream was playing. Postmaster Hold-e- n

has made arrangement with Henry
Porter for a portion of his store and

the postoffice will be tem-

porarily opened there, so that there
Will be no delay in handling the mails.

The Town Wat Flooded.
London, Dec. 8. A dispatch announc-

es the arrival at Cape Coast Castle of

the steamer Angola from Liverpool,
which is conveying the first detach-
ment of troops for the Ashantee ex-

pedition. The dispatch adds that a
tornido accompanied by a most violent
downfall of rain prevailed Saturday.
The town was flooded and the officers
were forced to seek refuge in the cas-

tle, their beds, in many cases, having
been washed away. The ruing have
done much damage to the roads.

EXGIXE AX1 FiniatUX SEXT TO

ltlJHSEI'lEl.n OX A StECIAC 11IA1X.

lic ciiuscor the Absolute I.nv.k of Fire Pro-

tection the Kntlre llusiuexs l'orllon of
Itldtfeiield in Danger of Destruction
Telephone Operator Wa Oliged to Aban-

don 111m OIHee.

Ridgetield, Dec. S. The biggest fire
that has ever visited this town broke
out at 9:30 and because o

the absolute 'lack of fire protection soon
assumed the proportions of a conflag-
ration which threatened to consume
the entire business portion of the town.

The fire originated in the big wooden
block owned by G. S, Gage and lo-

cated on .Main street. The building
is three stories high and there is no
larger building in ltidge-field- It is sur-

rounded on (all sides by other wooden
buildings and the flames found great
material upon which to prey. The firo
originated in the place of business of
Bedicnd & Nead and gained headway
with a rapidity which was appalling.
It soon spread to adjoining buildings
and nothing could be done to check
the progress of the flames.

Almost the whole town population
was on the scene and at 11 o'clock
the excitement was intense. Bediend
& Nead were soon burned out and the
Western Union Telegraph company's
office was also ruined. The business
occupants in adjoining buildings' be-

gan to move their goods from their
places and the streets were piled with
all sorts of articles. Directly across
the street was the town hall and the
office of the Ridgetield Press, news-

paper. Lounsbury's
house is not far distant. The country
was lighted up for miles around.

Shortly after 11 o'clock the flames had
completed their work on the Gage
block, nothing but ashes and charred
timbers remaining. The correspondent
of the Connecticut Associated Press,
whose only mode of communication was
by telephone, labored under the great-
est difficulties, as it became necessary
to move the contents of the office. No
estimate can he placed on the loss. At
11:15 the fire leaped across the street
to the town hall and soon was maktng
its way to the Press office.

The Gage block was located on the
corner of Main street and Bailey ave-
nue. Adjacent to the block is a small
frame building in which was located
the Western Union Telegraph compa-
ny. Then came the grocery store of
Barhite & Valden and a residence.
These buildings were burned before 11

o'clock. Down Bailey avenue and' to
the rear of Gage's 'block was a plumb-
ing shop and a row of wooden build-

ings recently built. These were de-

stroyed. On the opposite corner of Main
street and Bailey avenue was locate!
the town hail. The flames leaped across
the street and devoured this. In the
rear of the town hall was Scott's stable,
a big new wooden building, and this
was destroyed. On the other side of
the town hall and on Main street was
the Ridgetield Press, and in order a res-

idence and two stores, one occupied by
a Mr. Gilbert and tlie other by Hibbart
& Sherwood, fish dealers. In Gilbert's
store the central station of the South-
ern New England Telephone company
was located. Opposite the town hall on
another of the four corners is the Meth-
odist church and parsonage and the
Ridgefield Inn.

At 12 o'clock the New Haven corre-

spondent of the Connecticut Associated
Press, who was In communication with
the New Haven office (by telephone, an
nounced that he was compelled to aban-
don the telephone central station, to-

gether with the operator and others. . It
is therefore" supposed that the Ridge-
field Press building, a residence, two
stores and a bartier sho:p, located be-

tween the town hall and the telephone
office, have been destroyed.

Banbury, Dec. 8. At 11:45 a special
train carrying a fire engine, a corps of
firemen and one thousand feet of hose,
in charge of Chief Lounsbury, left this
city for Ridgefield, the scene of the big
fire. General Superintendent Baker
had instructed a corps of telephone con-

nection men to hasten to Ridgefield,
where a new station will be established
speedily and communication with the
outside world reopened.

KXIGIITS OE rTTHIAS FAIR.

Eight Hundred in tlie Union Armory Satur-
day NlKlit.

The opening evening of the Pythian
fair at the Old Union armory Saturday
evening was very successful, aWat
eight hundred people 'being in attend-
ance.

The hall was tastefully decorated for
the occasion and an excellent orchestra
discoursed music throughout the even-

ing.
Some very valuable prizes are offer-

ed, including one of the new high grade
bicycles manufactured by the New Ha-
ven Chair company.

There promises to be a. lively voting
contest for the second bicycle to be
given the most popular cyclist, the vote
standing at the close Saturday night as
follows:

'Harvey Wolcott 39, Arthur Griggs 30,

George E. Rogers 17, W. A. Gilbert 10.

W. 11. Larkins 7.

Ror the line officer's sword, V. R., K.
P., the vote stands as follows: Adju-
tant L. F. Norton S6, Lieutenant John
Morse 19, Colonel Thomas Williams 12,
Albeit Teal 9.

One noticeable feature of this fair is
the excellent order preserved by the
committee and officers in attendance,
assuring an evening of pleasure with-
out the unpleasant features too often
attendant upon gatherings of this
kind.

The fair will continue eight nights,
and on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur-
day nights a special program will ba
given.

Caught Playing Fan-ta- n and Smoking
Opium on Fair Street Could Not Secure
Hoods and Spent llio Night In the Lockup

Opium and Gambling Implements
Seized.

For the third time. this year the po-

lice again last evening ma da a success-

ful raid ion the Chinese Joes house at
76 Fair street and as a result of ithe
raid 2S dusky Mongolians were placed
behind the bars at police headquarters
whtre the majority of them remained
until an early hour this morning. This
was a new experience to the dtusky de-

votees of fantan and opium, as hereto-
fore they have been able to secure
bondsmen immediately after their ar-

rest. Last night, however, was an ex-

ception and up to midnight no one had
appeal-i- d to give 'bonds and none of the
crowd had been released.

Shortly after 7 o'clock last night a
squad of officers composed of Patrol-
men Sessler, Grant, Jeremiah McGrath,
Watroutt, Hackett, 'Doughan and Stan-

ford were dispatched from police head-

quarters and went directly to the Joss
house at 76 Fair street. The place was.
quietly surrounded and then several
officers attempted to enter through the
rear door. This, however, they found
was stoutly barricaded, hut it was but
the work of a. few minutes for the her-
culean frames of Patrolmen Sessler,
Grant, McGrath and Stanford to burst
in the door and secure an entrance into
the gambling apartment?.

In the meantime the Chinamen in-

side had heard the nofee and commenc-
ed to scamper and scurry .around in
their efforts to conceal ithemselves, but
their' efforts were futile as every ave-
nue of escape was securqly guarded.
All were placed under arrest and taken
to police headquarters, the patrol wag-
on making five trips in' carrying the
crowd to headquarters.

The police also seized a quantity of
gambling implements, cards, chips, etc.,
and a number of opium pip;s, a quanti-
ty of dope and other paraphernalia.
These were also taken to police head-

quarters and will be used as evidence
at the trial in the city court this morn-in-

The prisoners are most of them
residents of this city, but some in the
crowd hail from Vermont, Hartford,
Milford, Bridgeport and New York. Up-
on their arrival at police headquarters
they were locked up in the woman's de-

partment, three women prisoner.5 who
had been arrested for drunkenness and
other, petty offunses being placed in
cells in ithe upper corridor of the wo-

men's quarters.
The Chinamen arrested were as fol-

lows, all being charged with gaming
except Lee Ging, who Is charged with
keeping a gaming house: Chin Jur.g,
Lem Chow, Joe Ying, Chin Yen, Ah
Sem, Lee Joe, Lea Yon, Lee King, Jun
King, Ah Wing, Ah 'Song, Ah Led, Lee
O'Sing, Oh Hey, Charlie Chin, Ah Dow,
'Sing Lee Chin Joe, Lee Goon, Lee Uim,
Lom S?g, Ah Wong, Yep Lee, Ah Lung,
Gin Lee, 'Hey Won and Kee Chung.

The last raid on the place was made
October 27 and at that time a fine of
$5 and costs was imposed upon each
'by the court.

A Church Destroyed by Fire.
Greenwich, Dec. 8. The old First

church at South Beach was

destroyed by fire last night. The flames
were discovered soon after the fires had
'been lighted in the furnaces, and in an
hour all that remained were the burned
timbers in the place of the white church
of the style built in New England sixty
years ago. It was the second church
built by the society, the first having
been erected in 1760. The country for
miles around was illuminated. The
tombstones in the church yard were
saved from ruin by wetting carpets and
throwing them over them. The edifice
was insured for several thousand dol-

lars. The congregation held services
in the school house y, but the in
convenience will be only temporary, as
a new stone edifice is nearly completed.

Famous Ulan Dead.
Cincinnati, Dec. S.H. Thane Miller,

the blind president of the Mount Au-

burn Institute, died of heart disease.
last night at midnight. He was fa-

mous all over the country through
his connection with the Y. M. C. A. He
had taught at the institute the last
twenty years.

Xccorated for Gallantry,
Madrid, Dec. 8 A dispatch to the

Imparcial from Havana says that the
military decoration of the Red Cross
has heen accorded to Lieutenants
Churchill and Barnes of the British
army for the gallantry displayed by
them during the recent engagement
between the government forces and the
t'ebels commanded by Gomez and
Maceo. Lieutenant Churchill is a son
of the late Lord Randolph Churchill.
Both he and Lieutenant Barnes were
with the Spanish forces under General
Suarez Valdez in the battle on De-

cember 2 at La Reforma and were
complimented in the official reports.

It Stands Alone.
Berlin, Dec. 8. Among the chorus of

press declarations against President
Cleveland's references to Germany In
his recent message to congress and
threats of bringing into action Ger-

many's power to make reprisals, the
Vorwarts, the principal socialist jour-
nal, is notably impartial and it9 clear-

sighted article stands almost alone in
warning Germany that the industrial
supremacy of the United States must
he admitted.
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ven, and Frank Smith, fourteen, of
Greenville. Conn. The state offers a re-

ward of ?5 for the capture of each boy
that escapes and Super:ntendent That- -
cher has added another ?i for these Awo

iiboya. (Continued, oa Third; Page.
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